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What was the Black Death? Who fought in the Hundred Years' War? What do people mean by the

Counter-Reformation? With its simple chronological and thematic arrangement, The Concise

Kingfisher History Encyclopedia puts the whole of history, and the legacy of human civilization -

from the Ice Age to the Information Age - at the fingertips of today's children. Divided into ten clearly

defined time periods (from 40,000 B.C.Ã• to the present day), The Kingfisher History Encyclopedia

covers every major empire, civilization, revolution, and war, as well as the technological and cultural

advances that have left their mark on history. Three colorful spreads at the end of each section are

devoted to the Art, Architecture, and Science and Technology of each major time period. A

comprehensive index, and at-a-glance summaries of each period, make this a valuable resource for

help with school assignments, as well as for casual browsing. Special Features: Bold headwords,

and a concise definition of the subject appear at the top of the page. Text can be read section by

section or as a complete article. Illustrated biographies and key date boxes provide essential

information. Timeline throughout puts history in context and shows progression of world events.
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I have recently begun homeschooling my 6th grader, and am using The Well Trained Mind as a

curriculum guide. This book was listed as a must-have for a classical education, which is based

heavily in literature and history. I must say that when we received the Kingfisher History

Encyclopedia, it looked very impressive. It is a hefty volume, with colorful pages and a timeline



which runs across the top of the pages. However, after only a few weeks of use, my daughter has

come to dread the sight of this book whenever it is time for history lessons. It is very dry reading.

The one to two-page spreads for each topic/culture/era have so little valuable content, that there is

little opportunity for the spark of interest to be ignited. They have so condensed the information, that

it is mostly a list of dates, names, etc. And there are boxes every couple of pages listing the same

dates over again. The text is written chronologically, so each time you turn the page a different

culture is discussed, and what they were doing during that time period. This concept sounds better

on paper than in practical use. While the time periods overlap somewhat, it does tend to jump

around a quite bit. The continuity of what should be exciting and intriguing becomes very choppy

and disjointed and as a result frustrating and boring. What might be interesting stuff becomes

distracting and in some cases irritating when it interrupts another story. For example, the rise and

fall of Rome, while severely abridged, may have still interested my child, if it had not been broken up

by seven other topics. Huge chunks of time (several centuries)are condensed into a paragraph, or

even a sentence or two. Other chunks go unmentioned.
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